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Columbus man 
diagnosed with COVID-19 


BOARD OF Figg lh TQ 


Interpreter Royce Carpenter signs the word “fever” as City Health Commissioner Dr. Mysheika Roberts, left, and Mayor 
Andrew J. Ginther announce the first coronavirus case in Columbus. Behind Carpenter is City Attorney Zach Klein. They 


spoke Saturday at the Columbus Public Health building. [DORAL CHENOWETH/DISPATCH] 


Hospitals consider non-elective surgeries; state talks about day cares 


Mark Ferenchik, Bill Bush, Max Filby 
and Marc Kovac 

The Columbus Dispatch 

USA TODAY NETWORK 


The number of Ohioans diagnosed 
with coronavirus doubled to 26 by Sat- 
urday afternoon, including the first case 
in Columbus. 

There are seven Ohioans who have 
been hospitalized, and there were no 
deaths as of Saturday afternoon. 


Inside & online 


eMore on the virus: A2, A3, A7, A11, 
A17; B1-B4, B9; C1-C6 


eAs a public service, virus coverage 
on Dispatch.com is presented at no 
charge 


Health officials expect the numbers 
to continue to grow, and many of their 
efforts are focused on reducing exposure 


and slowing the spread of the disease. 

Facing a shortage of masks and 
medical equipment, the state has asked 
dentists and veterinarians to postpone 
elective surgeries, Gov. Mike DeWine 
said during a briefing on COVID-19 on 
Saturday. DeWine went on to say that it 
would be great if all health-care provid- 
ers could postpone elective surgeries to 
free up medical supplies and beds. 


See DIAGNOSED, Page A11 


Ohio vote could be Sanders’ last stand 


Darrel Rowland 
The Columbus Dispatch 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Here’s a big question for Bernie 
Sanders: If you can’t carry Massachu- 
setts, Minnesota, Maine and Michi- 
gan, how can you expect to win Ohio in 
Tuesday’s primary? 

That might lead to an even bigger 
question for the Vermont senator come 
Wednesday: If he loses Ohio, Florida, 


Illinois and maybe Arizona, will he 
concede the Democratic presidential 
nomination to former Vice President 
Joe Biden? 

“Tuesday will not be enough to 
clinch the nomination for Mr. Biden, 
but it could mark the end of the com- 
petitive phase of the nomination cam- 
paign,” said Mark Caleb Smith, director 
of the Center for Political Studies at Ce- 
darville University in Greene County. 

“Mr. Sanders is interested not just in 


winning, but in spreading his ideology, 
so he may keep campaigning regardless 
of the delegate count,” Smith said. 

This scenario was reversed just a 
few weeks ago: The political obituar- 
ies were being readied for Biden, with 
Sanders seemingly streaking toward 
the nomination to take on President 
Donald Trump. 

Toupend what nowseems inevitable, 


See SANDERS, Page A4 


Those at 
high risk 
take extra 
precautions 


Allison Ward The Columbus Dispatch 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Max Staugler was pulled out of kin- 
dergarten a week before all schools 
were ordered to close for three weeks. 

Max had a kidney transplant in 
2016, and the anti-rejection medi- 
cations that he takes suppress his 
immune system, making him more 
vulnerable to catching illnesses and 
having severe reactions to them than 
the general public. 

So his parents, Mitch and Raechel, 
made the difficult decision to pull the 
6-year-old out of Beacon Elementary 
School in Hilliard to keep him safe 
from the coronavirus. Nine-year-old 
Amelia was pulled a couple of days 
later so she wouldn't get sick and pass 
the illness to her brother. 

“We always try to limit his expo- 
sure,” Mitch Staugler said. “We try to 
do something similar to social dis- 
tancing. If he’s in a medical setting, 
he wears a mask. We use a lot of hand 
sanitizer. What everyone else is talk- 
ing about now has been our life the 
past three years. 

“I began to feel really nervous about 
everything this past weekend.” 

COVID-19 poses a new threat for 
the millions of Ohioans such as Max 


See HIGH RISK, Page A11 


Because he had a kidney transplant in 
2016, Max Staugler, 6, takes anti-re- 
jection medications that weaken his 
immune system. His parents chose 

to take him out of school, as well as 
his older sister, with the first signs 

of COVID-19 to better protect him. 
[COURTESY OF MITCH STAUGLER] 
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A lost season Roots run deep Weather 


OSU athletes discuss emotions 
of having games canceled, C1 


Family-owned Oakland Nursery 
still going strong, D1 


High 46 | Low 32 
Forecast, B12 
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